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Soil - Key to Life
Soil is a priceless, non-renewable resource that's home to thousands of animals, plants and other
important organisms.a It supports countless ecosystems and provides us with essential food and
resources. The dirt beneath or feet often goes unnoticed but it is key to sustaining all life on Earth.

Soil is not an inert medium but a living ecosystem that is essential to life. It takes hundreds and thousands
of years to form an inch of topsoil, and many more centuries before it is fertile.

Soil is key to sustaining life on Earth as it provides essential ecosystem functions and food security. In
2014, the United Nations Food and Agricultural Organization (FAO) declared December 5 as ‘World Soil
Day’. The day was chosen as it coincides with the birthday of Thailand’s king, HM King Bhumibol
Adulyadej, who led the programme and made it happen. 

It aims to draw people's attention to the importance of healthy soil for the environment and for life. Soil is
important for both humans and animals because it provides plants nutrition to grow and foothold for their
roots. It filters rainwater, recharges groundwater, regulates the discharge of excess rainwater, preventing
flooding and it can store large amounts of organic carbon. Soil can help regulate emissions of carbon
dioxide and other greenhouse gases.
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Soil - Key to Life
Did you know that a tablespoon of soil contains more living things than there are humans on the planet?
Through the growth of plants, the world of soil, which is made up of living things, minerals, and organic
materials, produces sustenance for both people and animals.

Similar to humans, good soil requires a balanced and diversified supply of nutrients in the right amounts. If
soils are not maintained sustainably, fertility is gradually lost, and soils will yield nutrient-deficient plants.
Agricultural systems lose nutrients with every harvest.

Over the last 70 years, the level of vitamins and nutrients in food has drastically decreased, and it is estimated
that 2 billion people worldwide suffer from lack of micronutrients, known as hidden hunger because it is
difficult to detect.

World Soil Day 2022 (#WorldSoilDay) and its campaign "Soils: Where food begins" aims to raise awareness of
the importance of maintaining healthy ecosystems and human well-being by addressing the growing
challenges in soil management, increasing soil awareness and encouraging societies to improve soil health.
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Soil - Key to Life
Sadhguru: Eighty-seven percent of life forms on this planet – microbes, worms, insects, birds, animals, human
beings, plants, trees and every other vegetation on the planet is sustained by an average of thirty-nine inches of
topsoil. And that is in grave danger right now. In the last forty years, forty percent of the world’s topsoil has
been lost. 

The United Nations says we have soil left only for approximately eighty to hundred harvests, which means
another forty-five to sixty years of agriculture. After that, we will not have the soil to produce food. You can
imagine the suffering that we will unfold in the world. 

Thirty percent of India’s land is already degraded, and 90% of India’s states are seeing soil turn to desert. That
means nothing can be cultivated there. So, protecting the soil for the future generations of this land is the most
important thing. 



Sustainable development goals are directly attributed to soil health, most notably soil microbiome and soil
degradation.

Goal 2: Ending Hunger: improving soil health for greater productivity is vital since it directly influences around
95% of total food consumption. 

Goal 3: Good Health and Wellbeing: since the soil determines a crop’s final nutrient level, promoting greater
nutrient density in soils may prove valuable. 

Goal 13: Climate Action: As we have already outlined, promoting soil health to reduce inputs, minimize
nutrient leaching and runoffs, and promote carbon sequestration is vital. 

Goal 15: Reducing Desertification of Soils: Goal 15 of the Sustainable Development Goals – to reduce
desertification and promote the restoration of degraded soils – is directly related to soil health.
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A small glimpse of World Soil Day celebrated by Environment Club
with the immense support from our Chairman, Mr. Tarun Anand Sir

and our Chief Patron, Prof. Brigadier GPS Cheema Sir.
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From the Editor's Desk
Sustainable development goals aim to promote overall soil fertility, and in turn, this can provide substantial
benefits for both the climate change movement and farmers directly.

UBS is India’s first green business school aimed to work along with the SDG goals. Saying No to plastic
consumption to using solar energy for electricity to limited consumption of water.

Soil needs our attention and we need to wake up. Lets take a pledge to keep our earth safe and free of toxins so
that nature can do its magic. We are the only generation that can save our future as well as of the coming
generations. 

Be the Voice for Soil! Be an Earth Buddy!  

Regards,
Muskaan Kothari
Editor-in-Chief.


